
 

 

 

 

 

June 12, 2020 

 

The Honorable Michael R. Pompeo  

Secretary of State  

United States Department of State 

2201 C Street N.W. 

Washington, D.C.  20520 

 

Dear Secretary Pompeo: 

As the rest of the country looks to responsibly reopen and recover from COVID-19, northern Minnesotan 

communities sit at a stark disadvantage. The U.S.-Canadian border remains closed to nonessential travel 

until June 21, 2020 with some discussion and the possibility of yet another extension. Many of my 

district’s community members carry out business on the Canadian side of the border, particularly in the 

hospitality and tourism industries which for the most part have been deemed nonessential. As these 

restrictions get pushed further and further into the peak months of these industries, many Minnesotans 

suffer. Additionally, I know we are not alone in this situation. Certainly, our friends in Wisconsin and 

New York are struggling with a similar fate.  

The economic vitality at the border benefits both Minnesotans and Canadians alike. It has been a fruitful 

relationship for many years. For these reasons, I recommend that you work with the Canadian 

government to ease the restrictions of these agreements and provide more flexibility between the two 

nations in order to give Minnesotan-owned businesses a fighting chance to survive this pandemic. It is 

imperative that these businesses are not unfairly treated simply because of their location of operation.  

Further, it has come to our attention that many Canadian citizens continue to use American motorized 

portages while our citizens have been advised not to use international border portages. Reciprocal 

treatment of the American and Canadian citizens is imperative, and we ask that this matter be looked into 

and addressed.    

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Pete Stauber 

Member of Congress  

 

cc: Chad Wolf, Acting Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security  


